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About the FFA
The FFA is not a club.  It’s an integral part of the agriculture/agribusiness classroom in over 7,250 schools across America.  It’s practical, hands-on learning skills for farming, skills for agribusiness and skills for agricultural leadership.  For more than 80 years, FFA has been a vital part of the fabric of quality education for eight major agriculture/ agribusiness/natural resource career areas.

FFA IS PEOPLE!  More than 500,000 young people are involved in FFA annually.    In Georgia, over 29,000 students are FFA members.

FFA MEMBERS MAKE A COMMITMENT!  FFA members make a long-term commitment to studying agriculture and agribusiness Y usually four or more years.  Additionally, they invest after school and summer hours in job training and experience programs.


To accomplish this mission, FFA:

(develops competent and assertive agricultural leadership;

(increases awareness of the global and technological importance of agriculture and its  

   contribution to our well-being;

(strengthens the confidence of agriculture students in themselves and their work;

(promotes the intelligent choice and establishment of an agricultural career;

(encourages achievement in supervised agricultural experience programs;

(encourages wise management of economic, environmental and human resources;

(develops interpersonal skills in teamwork, communications, human relations and social

   interaction;

(builds character and promotes citizenship, volunteerism and patriotism;

(promotes cooperation and cooperative attitudes among all people;

(promotes healthy lifestyles; and 

(encourages excellence in scholarship.

About Leadership Programs
Throughout the school year, FFA members have the opportunity to participate in many leadership and career development activities in addition to other career development events and award programs.  These leadership and career development activities provide students the opportunity to develop their leadership skills and expand their knowledge about the agriculture industry and careers in agriculture.


A Project of the Georgia FFA Association
The Chapter Officer Leadership Training is a retreat-style conference held at the Georgia FFA-FCCLA Center in Covington.  The conference is designed to challenge students to grow, excel and become a part of the chapter officer team; and to challenge teams to create a balanced Program of Activities for their chapter in the coming year. Chapter officers learn about their respective duties (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter, & Sentinel) and have the opportunity to learn the strengths of each member of their team.  

Georgia Performance Standards and Elements
AG-BAS 23 a-e
AG-NL 1 a-e
AG-FL 1 a-e
AG-WM 1 a-e
AG-GH/PS 1 a-e
AG-ASB 19 a-e
AG-PSB 19 a-e
AG-APM 14 a-e
AG-FS 1 a-e
AG-AML 16 a-e
AG-MKT 12 a-e
AG-AMI 1 a-e
AG-AMIII 1 a-e
AG-SAC 15 a-e

Middle School Georgia Performance Standards and Elements

MSAGED6 – 4 a-d
MSAGED7 – 3 a-d

MSAGED8 – 1 a-c, 2 a-c, 3 a-b, 4 a-b

FFA Day at the State Capitol provides FFA members the opportunity to meet legislators and state leaders in education and agriculture. FFA members have the opportunity to share the message of agricultural education with their elected officials, and serve as pages for the Georgia General Assembly.  
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association

The Georgia Junior Livestock Show is held each year at the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter in Perry.  Both FFA and 4-H members participate in dairy, heifer, steer and hog shows. These student exhibit livestock projects that they have spent month raising, feeding, and caring for. Students learn the value of sportsmanship, growth and reproduction practices of livestock, and animal husbandry.
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The Georgia National Fair is held each fall at the Georgia National Fairgrounds & Agricenter in Perry.  The fair highlights two of Georgia’s assets:  its agricultural sector and the young people who participate in agriculture.  FFA and 4-H members participate in swine, dairy, steer, heifer, lamb, goat and horse shows in addition to forestry, horticulture and leadership activities.
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association

The Georgia State Fair is held each year at Central City Park in Macon.  The Georgia State Fair promotes youth development and education.   FFA and 4-H members can enter agriculture exhibits and participate in livestock shows.   
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The Greenhand Jamboree, held at Camp John Hope in Fort Valley and the Georgia FFA-FCCLA Center in Covington, is designed for 9th grade FFA members.  The members learn about the opportunities available in the FFA. Students are challenged to set goals, broaden their comfort zones and begin building relationships with FFA members from around the state.  
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association
The FFA Success Conference is a personal development conference held each year at the Georgia FFA-FCCLA Center.  Members participate in interactive sessions about self-esteem, respect, team building, goal setting, and the importance of making a difference in your school and community.  
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Purpose
The purpose of the National Chapter/Chapter Achievement Awards is to recognize FFA chapters that have excelled in their program of activities.

The Competition
The award levels and their requirements are as follows:

State Superior Chapter - This award is designed to recognize FFA chapters that develop and use a program of activities.  To qualify for the award, members must complete at least one activity related to five quality standards established within three divisions:  student, chapter and community development.  The Superior Chapter certificate is provided each year the chapter meets the minimum quality standards for this award.  

State Gold, Silver or Bronze Chapter - All chapters receiving the Superior Chapter rating are eligible to compete for this award.  Major activities are judged on the following:  the goals/objectives set, the plan of action taken and the results/evaluation of the activities. The top 10% of chapters in the state are recognized as Gold Emblem.
National Gold - Three-Star, Two-Star and One-Star Chapters - These national awards are for those chapters that have been rated Gold on the state level.  Quality standards are judged in the following:  the goals/objectives set, the plan of action taken and the results/evaluation of the activities.  The chapter winners are recognized as Three-Star, Two-Star, or One-Star.

Model of Innovation - Model of Innovation awards are given to the top ten chapters in each of the three divisions:  student, chapter and community development.  Only Three-Star Gold Chapters are recognized for the Model of Innovation award.

The following criteria are used to judge chapter awards:

Goals/Objectives

-Are the goals specific?

-Are the goals measurable?

-Are the goals realistic?

-Was the scope of the activity correct?

Plan of Action
-Did the plan meet the goals?

-Were any new ideas used in planning?

-Were all the steps completed?

-Was the plan educational?

Results/Evaluation
-Were the goals achieved?

-What were the benefits to the students, chapter and community?

-Did everyone involved learn something?

-How many FFA members participated?

-Did anyone else participate?

-What was the impact of the activity on the members, chapter, school and/or             community? 
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association

Approximately 50,000 FFA members from across the nation attend the National FFA Convention each year.  Delegates from each state association discuss topics affecting the national organization and elect a new team of national officers. FFA members compete in 24 national career development events, 47 proficiency areas, and 20 Agriscience Fair divisions. The convention also offers students the opportunity to being involved in a variety of Living to Serve projects throughout the host city. Exceptional members and supporters receive awards for their achievement and commitment to the FFA.  

Students experience opportunities for personal growth and leadership development throughout the sessions and presentations by educational and motivational speakers.  Future education and career exploration are also key components of the convention.  Students have the opportunity to meet business and industry supporters of the FFA as well as explore education and career possibilities at the National Agricultural Career and Trade Show.

Since 2006 the National FFA Convention has been held in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Beginning in 2013, the convention will be move to a three-year rotation between Louisville, Kentucky and Indianapolis.
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association
Purpose
The National FFA Week Observance Award recognizes chapters who planned and organized events and activities in observance of National FFA Week on the week of George Washington’s birthday in February. The purpose of celebrating National FFA Week is for local chapters and state associations to spread the positive message of the FFA to local, state, and national supporters and stakeholders. 
The Competition
The chapter must submit a report describing the activities engaged in by the chapter in observance of National FFA Week.  The chapter must also submit a maximum of 10 pictures and a copy of the local newspaper for National FFA Week.
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association
Purpose
The Reporter’s Award is designed to recognize FFA members who assume responsibility for writing or having written news and feature articles and keeping an up-to-date scrapbook showing articles in the sequence of their publication.

The Competition
Only articles that deal with the activities of the local chapter are considered.  The award is based on the number of column inches of type from magazine and daily and weekly newspapers which are included in the scrapbook.  Consideration will be given to neatness of the book and the number of publications from which clippings are taken.

The leadership abilities of the Reporter (FFA offices held; leadership in FFA; cooperation in student, chapter and community activities in FFA; and leadership and community activities outside FFA) are also taken into consideration.  
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Regional Awards Banquets recognize outstanding FFA members and chapters.  Plaques, cash awards, ribbons and certificates are presented for various career development events, award programs and other activities.
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association
Purpose
The Secretary’s Award recognizes those FFA members who record and organize information for the chapter.

The Competition
The Secretary’s Award is based upon the official FFA secretary book in which programs of work, roll of chapter members, minutes of meetings and other information are kept.  Consideration is given to completeness of items included in the book, form in which minutes are written and neatness.  

Consideration is also given to the secretary’s leadership ability; offices held in FFA; leadership in FFA; cooperation in student, chapter and community activities in FFA and leadership and community activities outside FFA.
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association
Purpose
The Star Farmer Award is presented to the FFA member, who through their agricultural education classes, has developed and carried out the most outstanding farming program on their home farm.  The other selection criteria are participation in FFA and other school activities which demonstrate outstanding leadership abilities.

The Competition
To qualify for the Star Farmer Award, the member must be nominated for the State FFA Degree.  The Star Farmer must be sincerely interested in farming, should be responsible for the management and work of his/her projects and should have the opportunity to progress in farming.

The following are also considered in the judging:  interest and initiative shown in farming, encouragement received at home from parents, attitude of parents toward farming, business arrangement, candidate’s intention towards farming in the future, how member’s crops and livestock compare with the rest of the farm, farming knowledge as revealed in conversation, improvements in the home and surroundings, whether member has a checking account, whether member believes in their future in farming and any evidence that the member has carried out supervised agricultural experience projects in accordance with class studies.
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association
Purpose
The Star in Agribusiness Award recognizes the FFA member, who through their agricultural education classes, has developed and carried out the most outstanding supervised agricultural experience program.  Other selection criteria include participation in FFA and other school activities which demonstrate outstanding leadership abilities.

The Competition
To qualify for the Star in Agribusiness Award, a student must be nominated for the State FFA Degree.  The State FFA Degree is contingent on two factors:  supervised agricultural experience and leadership.   

In choosing the Star in Agribusiness, the following are considered:  interest and initiative, encouragement received at home from parents, attitude of parents toward agribusiness, business arrangement, candidate’s intentions toward the future, achievements in one or more areas of non-producing agriculture, improvements in the home and surroundings, agribusiness management and knowledge as revealed in conversation, whether member believes in their future in agribusiness, whether member has a checking account and any evidence that the member carried out supervised occupational experience in accordance with class studies.
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association

At two-day Regional Rallies, FFA members participate in several activities.  The rallies include general sessions, recreation and leadership opportunities.  Activities, such as officer training and quiz bowls, are held.  The rallies conclude with an awards program.
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The State FFA Convention is held in the spring of each year (April) and is an end-of-the year celebration for FFA members across the state. Since the 2006 the state convention has been held in Macon, Georgia.  Delegates from each FFA chapter in Georgia discuss topics affecting the Georgia FFA Association and elect new state officers.  FFA members participate in community service projects, compete in state career development events, and hear from motivational speakers. In addition, hundreds of FFA members and supporters are recognized for their achievements and career development event state competitions are held.  
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association

The State Lamb Show is held each year in Perry as part of the Georgia National Fair.  FFA and 4-H members show market lambs and breeding ewes.
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Summer Leadership Camp is held each summer at the Georgia FFA-FCCLA Center in Covington.  Activities at the week-long camps include leadership development, recreation and team activities.  
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association

FFA members have the opportunity to visit the Sunbelt Agricultural Expo and other industry and association trade shows and conventions during the school year.  These activities provide members the opportunity to gain knowledge about the agriculture industry and about careers in the agriculture industry.  Students may attend the Georgia Cattleman’s Convention, the Georgia Winter Green Conference, the Georgia Florist Association State Convention or others.
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A Project of the Georgia FFA Association
Purpose
The Treasurer’s Award provides recognition to the FFA member who is responsible for all chapter receipts and disbursements.

The Competition
The Treasurer’s Award is based on the official treasurer’s book in which all chapter receipts and disbursements are kept.  The treasurer’s leadership ability is also taken into account.

Entries are judged on the following:  opening and closing inventory and chapter’s net worth statement, chapter budgets, inventory and net worth, dues collection arrangement, individual member records, record of receipts and disbursements, record of special chapter projects or mini-chapters, receipts for all money received, adding machine tapes and neatness, legibility and permanence of records.

The treasurer is required to include the following in the award entry:  offices held in FFA; leadership in FFA; cooperation in student, chapter and community activities in FFA; and leadership and community activities outside FFA.
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The FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.
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